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Inflorescence



Schoenus subfascicularis

Plant features
Growth form Perennial, spreading sedge, 0.3-1m high, with creeping rhizomes

from which new stems arise. It often forms extensive colonies.
This species can be quite variable.

Leaves/stem The stems are 0.5-2mm wide, medium olive green, smooth,
slightly compressed or circular in cross section. The leaves are
much reduced to a closed sheath around the base of the stem,
up to 20mm long and reddish brown. 

Flowers The inflorescence is at the top of stems and 15-90mm long. It is
composed of a few to many brown narrow, oval spikelets
6-11mm long. Each spikelet has several flowers, which are brown
and occur from Jul-Dec.

Fruits The tiny nut has 3 ribs with smooth areas between the ribs.

Distribution
An occasional species found in
western parts of the Avon catchment
and from near Jurien Bay to east of
Esperance.  

Zone, habitat
Occurs in fresh to saline waterways including swamps, floodways, seeps, scalds and lake
edges. Grows on well draining soils. 

Additional information
It is an excellent soil stabiliser and nutrient stripper for winter wet waterbodies, due to its
network of roots and dense foliage at the soil surface. It can form dense colonies around
waterbodies and often becomes the dominant understorey species. It provides habitat to
smaller fauna especially frogs and wetland birds. Tolerates a wide range of water levels
including temporary shallow inundation as well as being quite drought tolerant. Also has the
ability to pump oxygen into the sediment, which assists with essential microbial activity. Has
been known to grow down into saline scalds. Propagation has been successful using rhizome
transplantation in winter. May be confused with Baumea juncea but can be distinguished by
Schoenus subfascicularis having no leaf sheaths up its stem.
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Prefered habitat of Schoenus subfascicularis


