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When we turn on our taps we expect safe, 
clean drinking water.

The responsibility for the quality of our 
drinking water must be shared by local and 

State government, industry, agriculture, 
landowners/developers, water service 

providers and the community.

The Australian Drinking Water Guidelines 
provide a framework to apply a risk 

management approach to the protection of 
our drinking water.

Further information on drinking water and its 
protection can also be found at:

Australian Government — Water Made Clear:

<http://www7.health.gov.au/nhmrc/publications/
pdf/eh33.pdf>

Cooperative Research Centre for Water Quality 
and Treatment — 

Australian Drinking Water Guidelines:

<http://www.waterquality.crc.org.au/AboutDW_
ADWG.htm>

Department for Health — 
Population Health Division:

<www.population.health.wa.gov.au/
Environmental/water_quality.cfm>

Government of Western Australia — 
A State Water Strategy for Western Australia:

<www.ourwaterfuture.com.au/community/
statewaterstrategy.asp>

Water Corporation — 
Our Water Future factsheets:

<www.ourwaterfuture.com.au>

Western Australian Planning Commission — 
Statement of Planning Policies:

<www.wapc.wa.gov.au/cgi–bin/index.cgi?
page=/publications/policies/Policies.htm>
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Protecting our 
drinking water
The Australian Drinking Water 
Guidelines

Water that is used by humans for drinking purposes 
or that is consumed indirectly via domestic uses 
such as bathing and cooking is regarded as drinking 
water.

To ensure that the health of all Australians is not 
threatened by poor drinking water quality, the 
National Health and Medical Research Council 
(NHMRC) in collaboration with the Natural Resource 
Management Ministerial Council (NRMMC) have 
developed guidance on water quality known as 
The Australian Drinking Water Guidelines (ADWG). 
Since their introduction in 1972 they have undergone 
revisions in 1980, 1987, 1996 and 2004 to ensure 
they refl ect new scientifi c information and changes 
to the water industry.

The latest ADWG contain a wealth of information on 
the monitoring and management of drinking water 
systems (i.e. the catchment, reservoirs, treatment 
etc) and information on contaminants that may be 
present in the water. They are considered the primary 
reference for drinking water quality in Australia and 
apply to any water intended for drinking, regardless 
of where it came from or where it will be used.

Although not mandatory they recommend a multi-
barrier risk based framework for the protection of 
drinking water quality and emphasise the importance 
of preventative management rather than reacting to 
problems as they arise. 

The ADWG framework
The ADWG (2004) provides a framework for the 
good management of drinking water supply systems. 
It requires the water supply system is looked at as 
a whole, that is, from the collection of water in the 
catchment right through to the consumer’s tap. The 
emphasis of this approach is on the need to protect 
drinking water through a combination of catchment 
protection and treatment measures which is known 
as a ‘multiple-barrier approach’.

The framework requires all potential hazards to 
the water supply to be identifi ed and assessed in 
terms of the level of risk each poses. Preventative 
measures to control the risks (i.e. avoid, minimise or 
manage) are then put in place and regularly reviewed 
to ensure continual improvement.

The need for partnership in protecting 
our drinking water
The condition of the catchment (the area of land 
which intercepts rainfall and contributes to our 
surface and underground water sources) is an 
important factor infl uencing water quality and also 
determines just how much treatment is needed 
before the water is safe to drink. By protecting water 
at the beginning of the supply system, it is possible 
to minimise or avoid the risk of contamination and 
reduce the amount of treatment required.

Land use planning plays a vital role in protecting the 
quality of our water resources. The development of 
strong partnerships between planners, water service 
providers, the health department and catchment 
managers is vital to ensure the long–term protection 
and appropriate management of our drinking 
water.

Land owners also need to act responsibly when 
using or disposing chemicals and other materials 

on their properties that could seep into our water 
sources. 

What are we doing?
The Department of Environment (DoE) is responsi-
ble for managing and protecting the State’s water 
resources and in line with the ADWG are producing 
Drinking Water Source Protection Plans for the 
State’s Public Drinking Water Source Areas. 

The plans report on activities and risks to water 
quality in areas used to supply drinking water 
(known as PDWSAs) in WA. They outline water 
quality protection strategies and are prepared in 
consultation with landowners, developers, State and 
local government agencies and the community. 

These plans should be referred to when making 
decisions or providing advice on land uses and 
activities within PDWSAs.

Where can I get more information? 
Drinking Water Source Protection Plans and other 
useful information on policy, legislation, strategies, 
Environmental Guidelines and Water Quality 
Protection Notes for particular land uses and 
activities can be found in the publications section 
at:

<http://drinkingwater.environment.wa.gov.au>

For further information and advice on drinking water 
quality issues and the location of PDWSAs, please 
contact:

Water Source Protection Branch
Department of Environment

Hyatt Centre
Level 2, 3 Plain Street

East Perth WA 6004

Telephone: (08) 9278 0300

http://drinkingwater.environment.wa.gov.au



