The Peel Waterways Centre presents:
Free community lecture/workshop series 2008
Session Five: Blue Swimmer Crab Research in the PeelHarvey Estuary

Join us for another exciting workshop in a series
presented by the Peel Waterways Centre.
The lecture will outline a new research program undertaken by the
Western Australian Department of Fisheries assessing the current
status of blue swimmer crab stocks in the Peel-Harvey Estuary.
This three-year research program has been funded by the Minister
of Fisheries discretionary Development and Better Interest Fund in
response to concerns by the Mandurah community over apparent
declines in recreational crab rates, identified in Volunteer Fisheries
Liaison Officer data and through anecdotal evidence from the
community. In the absence of a funded crab research program in
the Peel-Harvey, it has not been possible to determine whether
this apparent decline is a true indication of overall crab numbers,
or more a reflection of increasing numbers of recreational fishers.
David Harris from the Department of Fisheries will present an
overview of the research program since its commencement
in April 2007, which includes monitoring commercial catch
and effort, a fishery independent sampling program of
trawling and potting to assess the status of the Peel-Harvey
crab stocks and a twelve month creel survey to assess the
recreation catch and effort of blue swimmer crabs. David
will also present a summary of preliminary research data.

Results of this research program will assist managers to ensure
the sustainability of blue swimmer crabs, a popular iconic species,
in one of the fastest growing regional centres of the state.
Date:

Thursday, 29 May 2008

Time:

5 – 7 pm
Enjoy a light supper on your arrival.

Where:

The Peel Waterways Centre,
Suite 6, 21 Sholl Street, Mandurah

RSVP:

Contact Michelle on 9550 4228 by 28 May
or email pwc@water.wa.gov.au
(RSVPs are essential as numbers are limited)

Stay tuned for Session Six: Leave No Trace Australia - a national
non-profit organisation dedicated to promoting and inspiring
responsible outdoor travel and recreation and building
awareness, appreciation and respect for our natural and
cultural heritage through education, research and partnerships,
presented by Cameron Crowe, Wednesday 25 June.

