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Inflorescence



Coast saw sedge
Gahnia trifida

Plant features
Growth form Perennial, clumping sedge, forming dense, grass-like tussocks

around 1m in diameter and 1.5m high. 

Leaves/stem The stems are 2-4mm wide and circular in cross section. The
leaves are 0.15-1.2m long and appear circular in cross section
due to being tightly rolled. They taper to a point.  The leaves are
covered with minute, rigid, upward pointing hairs, giving them a
smooth feel when sliding a finger upwards and rough, saw-like
feel running down. 

Flowers The inflorescence is near the top of stems and has a number of
branchlets with many tight clusters of spikelets. Each spikelet is
4-5mm long, usually with one flower. Flowers yellow/brown and
occur from Aug-Oct.

Fruits The nut is shiny, cream-yellow, and 1mm wide by 1.5-3mm long.

Distribution
A common wetland species from
Kalbarri to Cape Arid National Park
with scattered populations in the
Avon catchment, especially in the
southern half. 

Zone, habitat 
Occurs in fresh to saline, seasonally wet waterways including creek banks, swamps,
floodways, seeps, clay pans and lake edges. Prefers well draining soils but occurs on most
soil types. 

Additional information
It is an excellent soil stabiliser and nutrient stripper for winter wet waterbodies due to its
network of roots and dense foliage at the soil surface. It can form open to dense colonies
as an understorey to complement a canopy of trees and shrubs. Tolerates a wide range of
water levels. Also has the ability to pump oxygen into the sediment, which assists with
essential microbial activity. Moderately waterlogging tolerant and very salt tolerant. Can be
propagated by transplanting the creeping stems in winter and by seed but the success rate
is low. Collect seed in Jan-Mar although there are problems with breaking the dormancy.
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Prefered habitat of Gahnia trifida


