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This discussion paper forms part of the Department of Water Kimberley regional 
water plan process. We have divided up the Kimberley into six subregions: Ord 
catchment, Fitzroy catchment, and the Dampier Peninsula, North Kimberley, La 
Grange, and Desert subregions. 

As a working draft for the Dampier Peninsula subregion this paper requires review 
and input from stakeholders. It may contain omissions or outdated information so this 
document should not be cited or used for other purposes outside of this planning 
process.  

The key issues identified in this draft paper have been drawn from a range of 
documents, forums and discussion with stakeholders. Coverage of these issues may 
not be comprehensive, so they will be reconsidered after consultation with key 
stakeholder groups. 

This discussion paper, and feedback provided by stakeholders, will be reworked and 
incorporated into the final Kimberley regional water plan. 
Disclaimer: The Department of Water is committed to quality service to its customers 
and makes every attempt to ensure accuracy, currency and reliability of the data 
contained in this document.  However, changes in circumstances after time of 
publication may impact the quality of this information. 
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1 Introduction 
The Dampier Peninsula subregion includes the area extending from the town site of 
Broome, up the Dampier Peninsula and extends to include the Fraser River 
catchment on the eastern side of the Peninsula. It covers a total area of 
approximately 15 700 square kilometres and measures approximately 150 kilometres 
from east to west and 175 km from north to south. The Indian Ocean lies to the west 
of the peninsula and King Sound to the east.  

The Dampier Peninsula including the Broome area and its water resources are under 
increasing demand due to various proposals to develop areas for tourism, 
horticulture, forestry and infrastructure projects including the proposal for a large oil 
and gas hub. In recent years a range of projects were initiated that are yet to be 
completed, particularly under the water planning framework. These projects seek to 
establish and define the area’s cultural, social, environmental and economic values.  

The aims of this discussion paper are to: 
1 describe the current status of water use and management in the Dampier 

Peninsula subregion  
2 identify the key people and groups  
3 identify the key issues facing water management for the future  
4 suggest future directions and ways forward to manage and resolve identified 

issues. 

This discussion paper will form part of the consultation process for the Department of 
Water’s Kimberley regional water plan contributing to a framework for water 
management in the Kimberley that clearly recognises and builds upon the significant 
progress already made by the community, local stakeholders, government and other 
organisations. 
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2 Regional setting 
The Dampier Peninsula subregion encompasses the town of Broome and six 
pastoral stations extending along the southern boundary of the subregion through to 
the centre of the Dampier Peninsula. These pastoral stations include Country Downs, 
Kilto, Mt Jowlaenga, Roebuck Plains, Water Bank, and Yeeda Station. Land tenure 
on the northern end of the peninsula is dominated by crown leases and reserves 
vested with the Aboriginal Lands Trust, as shown in Figure 1. 

The population of this subregion is approximately 15 500, with the majority of the 
population centred in Broome and the rest residing in over 70 communities across 
the subregion (ABS 2006). The population of Broome sees a high seasonal 
fluctuation in residential population and huge transient movement of tourist visitors. 
The population across the greater peninsula extending north and east of Broome is 
much less transient and variable but quite mobile with people moving between 
communities or into Broome on a seasonal basis. 

There are more than 70 Aboriginal communities located on the Dampier Peninsula. 
The four largest communities of Ardyaloon (One Arm Point), Lombadina, Djarandjin 
and Beagle Bay are where the majority of the Aboriginal population reside.  

There are three native title determinations areas over the subregion including: Bardi 
Jawi one determination on the northern point of the Peninsula and Rubibi one and 
two determinations in the south west of the subregion over the Broome Area as 
shown in Figure 2. 
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Figure 1 Land use and tenure 

The Dampier Peninsula and Broome area offer a wide range of tourism ventures 
including fishing, oceanic cruises, four-wheel driving, eco and cultural tours. The 
main access route to the town of Broome is via the Broome Highway and access to 
the peninsula is via the Broome–Cape Leveque road, an unsealed road that is 
inaccessible at certain times during and immediately following peak wet season 
events. The Shire of Broome and Shire of Derby, West Kimberley are the local 
government bodies for the subregion responsible for service delivery.  
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The key industries for the Dampier Peninsula are pastoralism, tourism, fishing, 
aquaculture, pearling, small scale horticulture, agro-forestry, proposed oil and gas 
mining and infrastructure development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 Native title determinations and Aboriginal communities 
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3 Natural values 
The Dampier Peninsula subregion is located in the Canning Basin and the geology of 
the area is of sedimentary origin. There are two groundwater resources present, the 
unconfined Canning–Broome aquifer and the extensive Canning–Wallal aquifer, 
which is unconfined in the east outside the Dampier Peninsula subregion and 
confined and artesian on the west coast of the peninsula. The groundwater systems 
are strongly connected to surface water flows expressed in the form of mound 
springs, wetlands and small drainage lines in coastal areas where groundwater 
discharge occurs from perched unconfined aquifers (Figure 3). 

The Dampier Peninsula subregion has a large number of recognised environmental, 
cultural and heritage values. There are many sites listed for their ecological 
significance particularly on the west coast of the peninsula, with the subregion as a 
whole supporting a diverse range of nature reserves, waterways and threatened 
ecological communities (Graham 2002b). The vegetation of the Dampierland biozone 
as classified by the Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) and 
supported by the water resources of the subregion is characterised by communities 
of mangroves, rainforest assemblages, samphire, grasslands, coastal dune 
communities and open-woodlands (Graham 2002b). 

Mound springs and perennial wetlands are a feature of the Dampier Peninsula, 
supporting unique assemblages of flora and fauna species as well as being of 
cultural significance to Indigenous communities and recognised food gathering sites. 
Several of these springs have been classified as Threatened Ecological Communities 
or ‘ecosystems at risk’ by the DEC including springs located at Bunda Bunda, 
Disaster Bay, Lolly Well and the Willy Creek wetlands (Graham 2002b). Two 
wetlands present on the Dampier Peninsula are listed as wetlands of national 
significance including the Willie Creek Wetlands north of Broome and the Bunda 
Bunda Mound Springs, located in the Coulomb Point Nature Reserve (Lynch 1995). 

The coastal dunes of the Dampier Peninsula support a significant number of 
dispersed communities of monsoonal vine thickets listed as threatened ecological 
communities (Graham 2002b). The vine thickets occur on the leeward slopes of 
coastal dunes with discontinuous communities along the coast totalling an area of 
approximately 1000 ha (McGilvray 2008).  

Roebuck Bay, located on the coast south of Broome and on the southern boundary 
of the Dampier subregional boundary is listed as a Ramsar wetland. The area has 
classification as a wetland of both national and international significance due to the 
large populations of migratory and shorebirds with high biological diversity supported 
through the tidal mudflats and mangrove communities present in the area (Australian 
Wetlands Database 2009). Roebuck Bay has been the focus of an intensive 
integrated community management effort through the Roebuck Bay Working Group. 
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3.1 Water resource 

The majority of detailed hydrogeological investigation for the Dampier Peninsular 
subregion has focused on the Broome groundwater area and is compiled in the 
Broome groundwater management plan (1994) prepared by the Department of Water 
and hydrogeology reports prepared in support of the management plan. Significant 
investigation into aquifers of the Broome area were conducted in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s by the Department of Water (then known as the Water and Rivers 
Commission) following the Broome groundwater area being declared for groundwater 
management in 1986 (Laws 1991). Large-scale development occurred in the area in 
the 1970s with the Shire of Broome undergoing a steady growth over the following 
years. This prompted a management response to protect the unconfined aquifer from 
saltwater intrusion (Laws 1991). The 1994 Broome groundwater management plan is 
currently under review by the Department of Water as Broome continues to expand 
and develop regionally.  

Tourism is a key industry in the Dampier subregion. Broome experiences high visitor 
numbers each year, mainly from June to August with many tourists venturing out into 
surrounding areas including the Dampier Peninsula and other popular remote 
destinations. The Peninsula is recognised for the opportunity for visitors to 
experience the remote beauty of the Kimberley coastline and experience eco and 
cultural tourism activities both on land and offshore. While this provides for economic 
development of the region, there is a recognised threat to water-related values of the 
subregion with uncontrolled access to groundwater and surface water resources as 
well as coastal areas.  

Horticultural development in the subregion is limited to several trial plantations of 
native bush plants including Gubinge, with some feasibility studies in the process of 
being undertaken by Department of Agriculture and Food WA (DAFWA) in 
partnership with TAFE WA and some Aboriginal communities (DAFWA 2007). A trial 
for agro-forestry on the Peninsula was initiated by Tropical Timbers several years 
ago with the proposal to develop a large-scale sandalwood plantation on the 
Peninsula near the Beagle Bay Community. The project has not progressed beyond 
the 100 ha approved trial plantation to date.  

3.2 Current water use and management 

There are 10 groundwater licences issued in the larger Dampier Peninsula subregion 
outside the Broome groundwater area. These licences have a total allocation of 
0.35 gigalitres (GL) per year and are issued for a variety of purposes including agro-
forestry, community water supply, petroleum exploration and road infrastructure 
maintenance by Main Roads. There are two additional large applications pending 
final assessment and approval, one for pastoral diversification and the other, 
development of the full-scale timber plantation for Tropical Timbers near Beagle Bay. 

Hydrogeology information on the Dampier Peninsula outside the Broome 
groundwater area is largely sourced from community water supply bores, 
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hydrogeology investigations in support of proposed large-scale agro forestry near 
Beagle Bay and mineral and petroleum exploratory drilling operations. There is scant 
water resource information beyond this at present, although the Department of Water 
is currently scoping the need for more intensive investigation pending the outcomes 
of oil and gas hub siting. 

The unconfined Canning–Broome aquifer is utilised as the key potable water source 
for the town of Broome. The Water Corporation has a current licence for 4.4 GL per 
year with a proposed increase to 5.4 GL per year pending assessment. Broome’s 
town water supply is sourced from a bore field located east of Broome and extending 
north of the Broome highway, with the proposed increased abstraction also being 
sourced here to service the towns growing population. The water source protection 
plan for the Broome town water supply is currently under review by the Department 
of Water.  
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Figure 3 Key surface and groundwater resources 

The remainder of water used in the Broome groundwater area amounts to 
approximately 1.8 GL per year for small scale horticultural use, domestic self supply, 
watering of parks and gardens and small scale industry. There is currently only one 
licensee with two equipped bores in the coastal Cable Beach subarea abstracting 
water from the confined Canning–Wallal aquifer for desalination and use.  
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4 Stakeholder overview 
Stakeholder interests in the Dampier Peninsular subregion include Broome 
community residents, Aboriginal communities, pastoralists, the tourism industry and 
environmental organisations particularly interested in the oil and gas proposal and 
growing coastal tourism. Key representative groups include the Pastoral and 
Graziers Association (PGA), Kimberley Land Council, Environs Kimberley, and 
Government agencies. See Appendix A.  

There has been much community interest in tourism and industry growth and the 
impact this is having on the environment, natural resources and the character of the 
subregion. The burgeoning tourist industry and associated increasing visitor numbers 
to the area has placed more pressure on resources. Stakeholder interest has 
focused on both tourism development opportunities and the management of impacts 
on natural resources.  

Traditional owners have been heavily involved in protracted Native Title negotiations 
and planning processes over the subregion as well as many land and water 
management programs through the Kimberley Land Councils Land and Sea 
Management Unit, and various Natural-Resource Management (NRM) projects. This 
has included an active ranger program with the Bardi Jawi Rangers involving 
development of the Saltwater Country Project, on-ground training and work programs 
as well as work programs in the Minyirr Coastal Park. Aboriginal people in the 
subregion have clearly demonstrated their desire to be involved in land and water 
management and planning and to maintain cultural responsibilities. 

There has been a slowly expanding horticultural interest in the areas just outside 
Broome and more active engagement across the horticultural and pastoral sector has 
seen the formation of the West Kimberley Agricultural Association. This group 
encompasses representatives from across the West Kimberley with an interest in 
development of the Kimberley for irrigated horticulture and pastoral enterprise 
expansion and diversification.  

In the past 12–18 months, stakeholder focus has been centred around the state 
government proposal to site an oil and gas hub on the north Kimberley coastline. The 
Northern Development Taskforce has undertaken feasibility studies into four possible 
locations with a decision on the most feasible location nominated by State 
Government to be located at James Price Point on the Dampier Peninsula. The 
Kimberley Land Council has led the consultation process with Native Title claimants 
and Aboriginal Communities over the proposed location. The Department of State 
Development is now responsible for leading the process for determining the specific 
siting of the gas hub after full scoping of the significant cultural, heritage and 
environmental considerations are undertaken and approvals are granted 
(Department of State Development 2009).  
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5 Planning and research initiatives 
The Department of Planning has undertaken significant work relating to the 
development of a draft Dampier Peninsula plan, which seeks to set a framework for 
long-term land use and development on the peninsula. This process has not yet 
reached completion, with Planning WA having undertaking extensive consultation 
with stakeholders across the peninsula. The finalised plan and process has been 
placed on hold while the outcomes of the oil and gas consultation and siting 
discussion are resolved. Additional planning activities have been limited to several 
key community layout plans, road infrastructure and airstrip development reports and 
planning documents such as the Waterbank structure plan and Lurujarri walking trail 
structure plan.  

New Opportunities for Tropical and Pastoral Agriculture (NOTPA) was a program 
established by Department of Agriculture and Food Western Australia (DAFWA) to 
support investigation and development of agricultural enterprises in pastoral areas 
and Aboriginal communities. This program is particularly relevant to pastoral 
diversification opportunities, currently focused on the West Kimberley, and sought to 
engage communities in development of small scale and regionally appropriate 
agricultural enterprises. Ongoing funding for this program is not secure but outcomes 
from the work undertaken so far will be utilised in future water use development 
planning. 

Further initiatives in the subregion have included projects coordinated by the KLC – 
land and sea ranger program with Bardi Jawi and Minyirr park rangers as well as the 
Weed Education Eradication Delivery (WEED) project undertaken by Environs 
Kimberley that developed educational tools and on ground works to eradicate 
invasive weeds across areas of the Dampier Peninsula subregion, including affected 
vine thickets on the greater Dampier Peninsula and within the Minyirr park area.  

5.1 Issues of significance 

Some of the key water management issues that have arisen through discussion with 
stakeholders, previous planning processes and through a range of projects and 
forums relevant to the Dampier Peninsula include: 

Water management and planning 

• Oil and gas development. The department needs to continue to interact with 
proponents and the Northern Development Taskforce to ensure water quality 
protection values are upheld, water use is sustainable and that appropriate 
siting of any future gas hub occurs with appropriate assessment and criteria 
applied.  

• Tourism and pastoralism. The burgeoning tourism industry and increased 
visitors to the Kimberley in recent years with established and emergent 
pastoral activities on the peninsula has resulted in several impacts from 
uncontrolled access to waterways, including: 
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− weed infestation  

− dune destabilisation 

− unmanaged groundwater and surface water abstraction 

− disturbance from uncontrolled stock access. 

• Protection of groundwater. Impact management and protection of community 
water supplies and the unconfined aquifer from over-abstraction, 
contamination and water quality deterioration, particularly saline intrusion.  

Water supply and demand 

• Increasing demand for water. Development in and around the Broome 
groundwater area and on the larger Dampier Peninsula has resulted in an 
increase in the requirement for water use and supply in the subregion.  

• Knowledge of the groundwater resource. There is limited information available 
for the groundwater resources of the greater Dampier Peninsula including 
water availability and current levels of use. 

• Water licences. Community require simple information about licensing, 
including:  

− What is a licence? Why are there licences? 

− Is there a requirement to licence stock and domestic use and will this 
be required in the future?  

− Does community water supply require licensing? 

 Remote community water supply and Indigenous access to water 

• Remote community water supply. Testing remote community drinking water 
and maintenance of infrastructure is an importance issue to Indigenous 
communities across the Kimberley. Communities with a population above 50, 
receive monthly water quality testing and planned and unplanned 
maintenance through the Department of Housing ‘Remote Area Essential 
Service Program’ (RAESP). The state government policy is that services to 
small Aboriginal communities and outstations (generally those of less than 50 
people) are the responsibility of the Commonwealth government. At present 
communities with a population of less than 50 do not receive water quality 
testing and most small communities do not have water treatment facilities. An 
emergency breakdown service is currently provided for power, water and 
wastewater infrastructure in those communities not receiving regular 
maintenance (not on RAESP, with populations generally less than 50).  

• Future water allocation. How will water be allocated for future use and in 
particular how will Aboriginal people be included in water resource allocation 
and development? The department is responding to emergent discussion 
about ensuring that Indigenous people have equitable access to the water 
market, particularly in context of water market reforms. Policy on Indigenous 
access to water for economic futures is currently being investigated by the 
Department of Water. 
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5.2 Policy development and future directions 

The Kimberley regional water plan aims to set out some avenues and future 
directions for addressing the water management issues that have been identified. It 
establishes some commitments from the Department of Water, as to how the 
department will proceed over the next 10 years, while acknowledging, other activities 
that enhance water resource management in the area. 

Three main areas of focus have been identified. In this section we try and articulate 
an objective against each topic area then outline some ways (or actions) to achieve 
it. 

Table 1 Key objectives for the Dampier Peninsula subregion 

Suggested objective Suggested actions 

1 Water management and planning  

The Department of Water establishes 
management principles to ensure 
protection of water resources combined 
with sustainable development of the 
Dampier Peninsular subregion. 

1.1 On-ground work. The Department of Water 
will engage with community and tourism 
operators to identify waterways/water-dependant 
ecosystems at risk of degradation.  

1.2 Allocation and licensing review. The 
Department of Water will undertake an 
assessment of total water abstraction in the 
subregion including identification of 
groundwater/surface water dependent 
ecosystems to better inform licensing decisions.  

2 Water supply and demand  

Ensure security of water supply for current 
and future needs for water ensuring that 
water use is balanced to meet 
environmental, social, cultural and 
economic values. 

2.1 Policy development. The Department of 
Water will assess and report on the prioritisation 
of areas for development and review of resource 
and management area specific allocation plans.  

2.2 Education and communication. The 
Department of Water will continue to develop 
appropriate educational tools and communication 
techniques on basic licensing and water 
protection information.  
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Suggested objective Suggested actions 

  

 2.3 Assessment. The Department will continue to 
ensure that any development in the Dampier  
Peninsular subregion has an appropriate level of 
assessment and investigation to ensure site 
selection and water use are sustainable and 
appropriately sited (this includes proposed gas 
hub development). 

2.4 Best practice. The Department of Water will 
work with irrigators and Department of Agriculture 
and Food to develop best-practice irrigation 
guidelines for horticultural development. 

3 Remote community water supply & Indigenous access to water 

A state policy on Indigenous Access to 
Water and investigation of ways to improve 
water supply and security for Aboriginal 
Communities.  

3.3 Policy development. The Department of 
Water is in the process of consultation and 
development of policy on Indigenous access to 
water for economic futures. 

3.4 Investigation. The Department of Water will 
continue to investigate ways to improve and 
provide support for water services provided by 
“self-supply” in communities with a population of 
less than 50. 

5.3 The planning process — next steps 

The Department of Water wants to ensure that the community feel the key issues 
and character of the Dampier Peninsula subregion have been captured broadly by 
this discussion paper. The key issues and future directions taken from this will form 
the basis of the Dampier Peninsula component of a Kimberley-wide regional water 
plan.  

The Kimberley regional water plan will help guide the Government of Western 
Australia in the development of some key policy positions and will identify areas that 
need more detailed water planning (i.e. those areas that have significant 
development pressures emerging). 
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The department will continue to engage with key community organisations to ensure 
this paper covers most of the key issues, then revise accordingly and feed this into 
the overall Kimberley regional water plan. 
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Appendices 

Appendix A — An overview of key stakeholder groups in 
the Dampier Peninsula subregion 

Stakeholders Involvement and responsibilities 

TAFE WA Partnership with DAFWA and DEC for Gubinge trial 
plantations and Aboriginal Development Programs 

Department of Agriculture and Food 
Western Australia (DAFWA)  

The state government agency assisting the state’s 
agriculture, Food and Fibre sectors to be sustainable 
and profitable, with a clear focus on export-led growth. 

Did manage the previous project New opportunities for 
Tropical and Pastoral Agriculture (NOTPA)– facilitating 
pastoral diversification and development opportunities 
and, with its Indigenous pastoral support program 
providing assistance to help people develop and run 
pastoral enterprises. 

Department of Environment and 
Conservation (DEC) 

Administers the Environmental Protection Act 1986 
(WA) (vegetation clearing and pollution licensing), the 
Conservation and Land Management Act 1984 (WA), 
the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (WA) and 
management of DEC estate. 

Department of Environment, Water 
Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA) 

Commonwealth Government department responsible 
for National Heritage listing process 

Department of Housing and Parsons 
Brinkerhoff 

Remote Area Essential Services Program (RAESP) 
and housing facilitation in the region.  

Department of Indigenous Affairs Engages with Aboriginal people and all levels of 
government to improve service delivery and facilitates 
the development of policy and programs which deliver 
sustainable economic, environmental and social 
benefits to Aboriginal communities.  

Department of Planning (Planning 
WA) 

Structure and land-use planning in communities. 
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Stakeholders Involvement and responsibilities 

Department of Water  Leads the state government, water planning and 
management program, conducts waterways 
management, provides water information, water 
licensing, and has some involvement in water service 
to remote communities. 

Environs Kimberley (EK) Non-profit environmental advocacy group. 

Indigenous Land Corporation (ILC) Assists Aboriginal people acquire, manage and 
develop land. Has also been involved in the DAFWA 
Aboriginal pastoral support program. 

Indigenous Water Policy Group 
(IWPG) 

Supported by NAILSMA, IWPG bring together 
Indigenous people to contribute to water policy and 
planning and keep abreast of water reform. IWPG has 
launched an Indigenous Water Facilitators network. 

Kimberley Aboriginal Law and Culture 
Centre (KALACC) 

It’s objective is: “To assist and promote the 
ceremonies, songs and dance of Kimberley Aboriginal 
people, to encourage and strengthen their social, 
cultural and legal values and ensure their traditions a 
place in Australian society.” 

Kimberley Aboriginal Pastoral 
Association (KAPA) 

Association to represent Aboriginal pastoralists in the 
Kimberley (approximately 30 per cent of pastoral 
stations are owned and managed by Indigenous 
people). 

Kimberley Aboriginal Reference 
Group (KARG) 

KARG is a representative Aboriginal group from 
across the Kimberley for input to the NRM process. 

Kimberley Development Commission 
(KDC) 

The Kimberley Development Commission is a 
statutory authority of the Government of Western 
Australia. Its role is to promote the economic and 
social development the Kimberley region of Australia. 

Kimberley Language Resource 
Centre (KLRC) 

Supporting the transmission of language and culture 
for maintenance of cultural heritage and connection to 
country. 
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Stakeholders Involvement and responsibilities 

Kimberley Land Council (KLC) – Land 
and Sea Management Unit (KLC-
LSMU) 

Represents traditional owners and facilitates 
Aboriginal engagement. 

Lingiari Foundation The Lingiari Foundation is a non-government 
Indigenous organisation that undertakes research on 
the development of Aboriginal rights in Australia, and 
the relationship between that movement and the 
international struggle for Indigenous rights. Led by Pat 
Dodson. 

North Australian Indigenous Land and 
Sea Management Alliance 
(NAILSMA) 

Peak Aboriginal NRM group for northern Australia. 

Pastoral and Graziers Association 
(PGA) 

The PGA is a non-profit industry organisation in 
Western Australia which represents primary producers 
of wool, grain, meat and livestock. 

Key consultative group for pastoralist across the 
region. 

Pastoral Lands Board (PLB) Administers the Land Administration Act 1997 for 
pastoral leases and pastoral diversification. 

NRM Rangelands Coordinating Group 
(RCG) 

Administers Natural Heritage Trust funds and the 
implementation of the Kimberley NRM Strategy. 

Shire of Broome Local government authority  

Shire of Derby-West Kimberley Local government authority 

Tourism WA Responsible for promoting Western Australia as an 
attractive holiday, event, convention and incentive 
travel destination, nationally and overseas, enhances 
the tourism industry, infrastructure and product base. 

West Kimberley Agricultural 
Association 

A newly formed group of horticulturalists, irrigators and 
pastoralists engaged in diversified activities. 
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Stakeholders Involvement and responsibilities 

World Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF) Kimberley Wetlands Program – helping identify 
significant wetlands with community involvement and 
development of the report on coastal and marine 
natural values of the Kimberley. 
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Appendix B — Projects or initiatives of relevance to 
water planning in the Dampier Peninsula  

Project Scope 

Draft Dampier 
Peninsula plan 2008 
(DPI) 

The purpose of the Dampier Peninsula plan is to:  

• reflect the long-term land use, infrastructure provision, access and 
development aspirations of Dampier Peninsula residents, Native 
Title holder and other land holders  

• satisfy the requirements of local and state government, and 
commonwealth agencies  

• provide a sustainable framework for guiding decisions about 
beneficial economic, social and environmental outcomes.  

Irrigation Review 
(2005) 

Independent review of irrigation potential in WA prepared for 
Government of Western Australia. 

KLC-LSMU Saltwater 
Country Planning 
Project 

The Saltwater program includes several projects developed to record 
traditional knowledge of saltwater country, plan for management, and 
contribute to development of the Kimberley Natural Resource 
Management strategy. 

Lurujarri Heritage 
Trail Structure Plan 
(2006) 

This plan was prepared by Joseph Roe.  

 

National Water 
Initiative 

Australia’s blueprint for national water reform – to which Government 
of Western Australia is signatory. 

NRM strategy  The Rangelands Regional NRM coordinating prepared the strategy 
which is based on a whole-of-region approach and addresses 
significant NRM issues incorporating social, environmental and 
economic aspects. 
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Project Scope 

New Opportunities for 
Tropical and Pastoral 
Agriculture (NOTPA) 

Objectives of NOTPA:  

• to identify opportunities in pastoral and tropical agriculture which 
have a high chance of success and economic impact on the two 
regions 

• to support the identification and capture of economic opportunities 
for Indigenous communities 

• to develop new opportunities that meet community values and 
expectations 

• to develop opportunities that aim for sustainability beyond the life 
of the project. 

Regional water 
planning  

The Department of Water’s strategic water planning program. 

State water strategy 
2007 

A strategy for ensuring sustainable water future for WA. 

Waterbank structure 
plan (2000) 

A land use planning document prepared by the Department of Land 
Administration to guide development in Broome. 
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Appendix C — Government policy and legislation  

The National Water Initiative 

The National Water Initiative (NWI) is an intergovernmental agreement made 
between Australia’s federal, state and territory governments to improve the 
management of the nation's water resources and provide greater certainty for future 
investment. Government of Western Australia signed the NWI agreement in 2006. 

The NWI signifies a shared commitment to water reform and places an emphasis on 
ensuring greater compatibility in the way the nation measures, plans for, prices, and 
trades water, and a greater level of cooperation between governments. 

A strong emphasis on understanding the social impacts of change and embedding 
social science in the decision making is a feature of the initiative (Ray & Kalaitzis, 
pers. comm., 2007). The NWI also has a clear imperative to involve Indigenous 
people in water planning and recognise rights and values associated with water 
resources.  

Legislative reform 

Western Australia is currently rewriting old water legislation, combining 11 old Acts 
into two proposed new Acts: the water services act and the water resource 
management act. This is requirement under the NWI and will reform the state’s ability 
to manage water appropriately. 

Policy development 

Along with new legislation, policy positions are being developed to guide the state 
government in a range of decisions.  

One such policy, which is of critical importance to Kimberley stakeholders is 
Indigenous access to water for commercial use. The Department of Water is 
engaged with the national debate on this issue, being a key member of the 
Indigenous Water Policy Group’s Policy Engagement Group. These stakeholders will 
guide policy development.  
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Shortened forms 
DAFWA Department of Agriculture and Food Western Australia 
DEC  Department of Environment and Conservation 
DEWHA Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 
EK  Environs Kimberley 
ILC  Indigenous Land Corporation 
IWPG  Indigenous Water Policy Group 
KALACC Kimberley Aboriginal Law and Cultural Centre 
KAPA    Kimberley Aboriginal Pastoral Association 
KARG  Kimberley Aboriginal Reference Group 
KDC  Kimberley Development Commission 
KLC  Kimberley Land Council 
KLC-LSMU Kimberley Land Councils Land and Sea Management Unit 
KLRC  Kimberley Language Resource Centre 
NAILSMA Northern Australian Indigenous Land and Sea Management Alliance 
NOTPA New opportunities for Tropical and Pastoral Agriculture 
NWI  National Water Initiative 
NRM  Natural-resource management 
PLB  Pastoral Lands Board 
PGA  Pastoral and Graziers Association 
RAESP Remote Area Essential Service Group 
RCG  NRM Rangelands Coordinating Group 
WEED Weed Education Eradication Delivery 
WWF  World Wildlife Fund 
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Looking after all our water needs

Department of Water
168 St Georges Terrace, Perth, Western Australia

PO Box K822 Perth Western Australia 6842
Phone: (08) 6364 7600

Fax: (08) 6364 7601
www.water.wa.gov.au
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